
M o s t  p e o p l e  i n  D e l h i
h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  b u l k
o f  p o e t r y  a n d
n a r r a t i v e s  a n d
a n e c d o t e s  a b o u t  w h a t
t h e  m e t r o  m e a n s  t o
t h e m .  I f  o n e  w e r e  t o
c o l l a t e  a l l  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  e m o t i o n s
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s
t h e y ' v e  h a d  i n  t h e s e
m e t a l  b o x e s ,  i t  m i g h t
b e  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  a
l i t t l e  l i f e  o f  i t s  o w n .

T h i s  i s  a  t i n y  a r c h i v e
o f  t h e  h u g e ,  h u g e
w o r l d  t h a t  c o m e s
a l i v e  i n  t h e  D e l h i
M e t r o  e v e r y d a y .

Get on the Red Line. Get on the Yellow Line. Get on the Violet Line. You’ll reach Kashmere Gate metro station.

If you want to get lost, come to Kashmere Gate metro station. If you want to see a mammoth made of people

walking, eating, trying to find their way through six floors and a hundred escalators come alive every day,

come to Kashmere Gate metro station. If you want to see a monkey, Kashmere Gate metro station. Go towards

Gate 7 and you’ll almost certainly find a student waiting for their friend to walk to college with. Go down the

last staircase that leads to the Yellow Line from Gate 1 and you’ll almost certainly find a billi. Go to any corner

of the metro station and you will find a restaurant. Exit from any gate and you will find a place to spend money.

Over the past three years of using the metro each day, going to Kashmere Gate each day, I’ve seen nearly every

free space in and outside major metro stations get eaten up. Burger for 59 rupees. Bandana for 20 rupees. Add

fries and a coke for 99 rupees. There is nowhere to sit other than at a restaurant. You can buy a book. You could

buy band-aids and condoms and pads and teddy bears before that one store shut down.

You could live at Kashmere Gate metro station. Sleep on the Red Line platform and start your day with a view

of a church built in 1836. Go down the stairs and have poha and chai. People watch. Bird watch. Monkey watch.

Go to the Violet line floor and read about the history of the actual Kashmere Gate. Exit, cross the road and end

up at the actual Kashmere Gate. Take a rickshaw for 20 rupees and go to Chandni Chowk for lunch. Or, get

back in the station, pay 8 rupees to the DMRC and get off at Chandni Chowk station. Buy a sweatshirt if it gets

cold in the evening. Quit this life and take a bus to Amritsar, Manali, Jaipur outside Gate 8. 

When my boyfriend was not yet my boyfriend and I had
a big fat crush on him, I think we unknowingly used
how crowded the Kashmere Gate metro station was as
an excuse to walk closer to each other.
My sister says, “Everyone loves to shit on Kashmere Gate
but I always find a seat at Kashmere Gate, so no
complaints.”
I recently went back to the Kashmere Gate metro
station after a long time. This zine came out of the
realisation that Kashmera Gate is a part of the city and
the world that feels mine, somehow. My personal
history is a part of this metal box station’s history.

Say hi to the Kashmere Gate metro

station billi. Say hi to the author

with your stories about metro

stations at delhizine@gmail.com

delhizine.in


