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with no regularity, no predictable path, no coherence -
the more you try not to step on them, the more
determined they seem to get stepped on. Compare this
with ants or mice. These are delightfully logical beings,
having a structure to their movement that allows them
and us to navigate our respective paths safely.
Cockroaches and human feet, on the other hand, are
doomed to engage in pitifully one-sided games of
Russian roulette.

The issue is, their motion is so maddeningly
random that you cannot even pin it on their (perhaps)
being suicidal. Pigeons and deer are often described as
such for the way they respond to oncoming traffic,
which is understandable. All they do is stand still, as
though they want to be hit. Not so the case with
roaches. They are definitely not prone to self-harm, for
they make obvious attempts to evade trouble; they’re
just very bad at it. And that’s just whilst on foot. There
is no creature as undeserving of the ability to fly as the
cockroach. Giving these cretins wings is like handing a
four-year-old a combat drone. It’s just as well that
cockroaches are as durable as they are - they’d have
gone extinct long ago if not for that.
| Cockroaches are quite the menace back home. After
we moved house, it took us the better part of a year to
get their population under control. Every so often, we
still see one whiz around dim-wittedly. After coming to
Delhi, however, I never saw one for ages. Sightings were
so rare (well, I say rare, I mean nonexistent) that I
realised, two weeks ago, three years into college, that I
don’t know the Hindi for cockroach. It’s a bit of a
handicap, to tell you the truth; I realised as much two
days ago, when I finally saw one here for the first time.

——= aldQ~

/i 1 share a fairly cordial relationship with insects.
The credibility of this statement is held just in
place by the fact that spiders are not insects. I

{ would also argue that my issue with venomous
insects is the fact that they are venomous and not
that they are insects. That applies to other classes of
organisms as well. Venomous beings - their
necessity, to be more specific - are a mystery to me.
I don’t particularly understand justifying their

i/ existence by calling them God’s creations; I can think
of at least six other creations, just off the top of my
- head, whose teeth I'd very much like to kick in. But I
digress.

As established above, I have no problems with

I insects unless they pose a distinct threat to me

@l (which is generally not owed to their insecthood).

) Cockroaches are the singular exception. I do not feel

threatened in their presence, and yet I detest them

for how dumb they are. Idiocy is not a crime, or so

I’ve been told - but I reserve the right to show my

irritation. The yardsticks we use to determine {

intelligence are based purely on humans and
therefore prove inflexible when applied to other
species - this I agree with. But the average cockroach
is so phenomenally stupid that it is almost an
achievement. There cannot possibly be a metric that

: grants them any degree of erudition. I'm not saying

-~ /If] this because of, say, their helplessness when lying

\N flat on their back. That is a physiological deficiency,

not an intellectual one. I am instead referring to their
sheer lack of coordination. It is fascinating just how
directionally challenged these poor beasts are. They ‘
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up the translation for a
neutral, lifeless word like

‘aneurysm’ or ‘camera’.

However, words that are meant to have strong
emotion behind them must, I feel, be learned
organically. I nearly did so too, a few days ago. I
was watching Court, and halfway through, it turned
out that part of the plot involved - surprise,
surprise - a cockroach. I waited with bated breath
throughout the rest of the film. Literally everything
was said in Hindi, Marathi, Gujarati or their various
combinations. Everything but the word ‘cockroach’.

run towards a threat instead of away from it, and that §] Just saying the word ‘cockroach’ doesn’t quite

too in a genuine attempt to escape. They scuttle about encapsulate my opinion of the thing. Hence my
i g P P y fondness for aldQ - the utter contempt balled up into

i| * Pronounced paa-tta. 'a'/'aa' as in 'car' and 'dark’, 't' those two syllables. Googling the Hindi word for it

L1l as in 'matter’, NOT as in 'what". ) did not seem to me the right solution. I have -y
e SsS———— e =)

"7y} 91T SUTYISWOs Op 03 SaY[e) 3T [[IM JO 3SULIIs o) pue ‘ _

= b

AA‘,‘S-

Q

lﬁ.MW,./ /CP//J_‘,—r @
/l;l// N u..v'("\\ ‘sarels a3
OO SN dn Suos d
Y RN\~ n Suros dun

I JOo ‘uoseal
juaaedde ou 103 yeom 193] sSo1 Aw swiry A19AY "1€S] UI
OATT T[IM I ‘Iaaamoy ‘uayl [1un "AydoaisAp Jernosnua
Jo 98k 19su0 YSNOI 9Y3} PISSOId dARY A[[NJSS2INS
mMm 1 {saaprnoys Aw jjo doip [im peol e ‘Apoq Aw
03 o8ewep 1eo1sAyd Surisel noyim ssed os 1o saieak
SUTU 3Xau oy} JI ‘98e Jo sIeak Tz A[IUalInd we |

*aAR( 03 SUOIIBSISAUO0D §
doj Aw ur 3,ust sAep AW Jo 3s21 Y3 J10J punoJte 1 A11ed
0] pOpIOSp pue Jepel AW Jopun passed osSImILalo
aAeY PINOM JeY] JUSWOoW SUIL[J ® U0 pajexiyradAy
1 moy Sururerdxs ‘qre3 o031 OYI[ I Se UYONW puvy
'A103s)0BQ B pURWSP A9, "9UOTR 1J9] 9q JOUURD 3SAYL
‘[RUOIJRLII - UOISINOUI PPO oY} UM - SUI[ISpJoq
axe Aoy ey noA Sur[eyoq JO dduUeYD IPISINO
ue Uons 9AeY [[[IS INQ ‘[eRUOIIRI SI0J2I9Y) oIt pue
‘onay awod 03 A[9NI] A[[ed1IsIiels ale jeyl Sauo ay}
- 3208 Aw 198 A[eal Jel)) Usamiaq Ul SaUO Y3 S

SWIdL) JeaJ Jo0u NoA pinom AymM
‘sysoy8 a1,49y3] - 219y3 JYS1I s Jomsue dY) asnedaq

sysoys8 jo erqoyd e suorisenb suo ou ‘eousriadxe B

uewny oy} 03Ul [[em AIdSA 3] SIea papunojun
‘o1qeyIisnfun jeyl - uoseal poos I0j pue - pajyueid
JI0J uade}l ST 3] "SUOSEAI JUSILIJIP JI0J A[SNOIAqO
mnq ‘yjousq owes Y} oARY SIed] [RUOIIRLI]
'sdn-mof[oJ J10J paau ON ‘puelsIapun A[ejerpawrul
pmom Aayy pue 3T Inoqe ouosdwos IJUI[[}
ySnoayy Aemjey aq A[@aeq pnox -uorjeuerdxs
I0] poau o[NPI Suraes] ‘yoead SuULIR UM
ST WaY) PUIYaq SUruoseal ay [, ‘sIeaj [euoriel ayIy I
SE——

‘ =p 9JON S.10}PH

—

e

- -, —

—em—

e

S9I[ SN JO dUQ,,

Wurod 3000000W € §

“UDTUM S0P ST JO UDIYM 0] SV “UINLI} B3 S[[93 3130 31}

o

T —




